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We seek to be churches that walk in the healthy fear of God. God’s word teaches us the responsibilities of
receiving children among us (Matt. 18:5-9). We realize that churches are not immune to the realities of child
abuse. We seek to be vigilant, and to do what we can to prevent child abuse. To the best of our abilities, we will
seek to adhere to the following practices.

Terminology
 “Child” means any person under 16 years old.
 “Adult” means any person in a “supervisor,” “leader,” or “teacher” role in children’s programs, who is not the

child’s parent or guardian. If a “leader,” “helper,” or “teacher” is under 16 years old, he/she is still bound by
the rules that apply to “adults.”

 “Chaperone” means a person over 17 years old.

Use of space
 As a general goal, children’s programs should not aim to isolate a single child with a single adult. While low

attendance will make that necessary sometimes, it must not be aimed for at a planning stage.
 Children’s programs must be carried out in space that can easily be “looked in” on. If behind closed doors,

there must be a window in one of the doors, making it easy for anyone else to look in without going far out of
their way.

Overnights
 When attending an overnight event (e.g., a youth rally), children must be accompanied by a chaperone of their

same gender. That is, a mixed-gender group must be accompanied by both a male chaperone and a female
chaperone, and a single-gender group must be accompanied by at least one chaperone of that same gender.

 Parents must sign permission forms (including the child’s health card number) before children can attend any
overnight events.

Driving
 Whenever possible, adults will avoid being alone in a vehicle with a single child.
 If particular circumstances make it necessary for an adult to be alone with a child in a vehicle, they must drive

in the most direct route to their destination.

Background Checks
 Everyone working in children’s programs must submit a Criminal Record check to the chair of the Christian

Education Committee and/or the Board of Deacons, as well as a Child Abuse Registry check.1

 Once a person has completed these background checks, they need not be re-done, unless the person becomes
disconnected from the church for an extended period of time (e.g., moves away for a year or more).

 Those who have been active members of the church for 25 years or more are exempt. It is their responsibility
to self-report, if they have been found guilty of any criminal offenses or have been listed in the child abuse
registry.

 If an adult is visiting our churches and wants to help with a children’s activity (e.g., a visiting parent at VBS),
such a person is permitted to help without processing any background checks, but MUST NOT be left alone
with any child or group of children. That is, he/she must always be accompanied by a background-checked (or
exempt) person.

Responsibility
 It is the responsibility of the pastor and the deacons to make sure that this policy is followed.
 If child abuse is observed or suspected, it must be reported to the pastor and/or the deacons, and they must

confer together about how to investigate and/or respond, in keeping with Canadian laws.
 If an adult has been background-checked (or has been approved through the 25-year exemption), and if that

person is subsequently found guilty of any criminal offense, it is his/her responsibility to self-report this to the
Board of Deacons.

Publication
 Once accepted at a duly called Business Meeting of each church, this policy must be posted in a visible

location within the church building, and on the church website.
 It is the responsibility of the chair of the Christian Education Committee and of the Board of Deacons of each

church to make sure that all adults involved in children’s programs are aware of these policies.

1 Forms for the “Child Abuse Registry check” can be obtained from the pastor, as well as a letter certifying that you
seek to volunteer with our church. That letter will allow you to process a Criminal Record check with the RCMP
without cost.


