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Account of conversion
I grew up with a fear of God and a respect for the scriptures. When I was in grade 10, a friend

asked me what I thought it meant to be a Christian. I replied, “It means you do good things for people
and go to church sometimes.” She responded later with a note containing key verses: Rom. 3:23, Eph.
2:8-9, etc. Those verses cut me to the heart. I spent several months struggling with my sin. Then finally, I
told Jesus that I would receive his gift of salvation and that he could have my life. He has been faithful
with my life ever since. In the months and years that followed, I began reading the Bible with new eyes
as God set me on the path of a changed life. I remember in particular Romans chapters 1 and 2
convicting me that I could not continue living in the same sin.

Account of call to ministry
During High School I began teaching a Sunday School class, etc. When I arrived at university I

was beginning to sense that the Lord was setting me apart for the ministry of his gospel. I became
involved with the Navigators ministry at university. In the summers, I spent time with missionaries in
foreign settings and also did youth work at my home church.

When I finished my BA in 2003, I did not ask whether I would be called “to” ministry, since I was
already in it. Although I considered various career paths, I have felt no freedom from the Lord to do
anything other than ministry (1 Cor. 9:16). I continued working full-time with the Navigators in campus
ministry until I began studying for my MDiv at Acadia in 2007. During my time at Acadia, God affirmed a
call to pastoral ministry and, to a lesser degree, to Christian academic work as well (1 Tim. 5:17).

At the present time, I am called to pastor two small rural churches in Lunenburg County.

Concept of ministry
Christian ministry is the calling of people everywhere to place their faith in Christ, and thus to

grow to be like him (John 6:29; 1 John 3:1-3). In one sense, this is the work of the whole church, and the
role of the pastor/teacher/evangelist is to equip the church to do this work (Eph. 4:11-13). Being set
apart for full time ministry, God calls me to serve my churches and my community in menial humble
ways (Mark 10:45), but at the same time to consider prayer and the study and preaching of God’s word
to be of first importance in my daily life (Acts 6:2-4).

Views of doctrine and supporting biblical references in the following areas:

God
The transcendent, personal, beautiful and good Creator of all beings and source of all being

(Rom. 11:36). Mysterious in the exercise of his own counsel, he has chosen and longed to be honoured
and loved by the world he created (Rev. 5:13), and particularly by his people (1 Peter 2:9). Being the
creator of his good world, he is also its Judge (Gen. 18:25), Saviour (1 Tim. 4:10), Redeemer (Rom. 8:18-
26), and end (Rom. 11:36). Being personal, he is loving in his very nature (1 John 4:8). Being Triune, his
nature as a community of three persons in one God is most blessed (see Gen. 1:26-28; Heb. 9:14).

God the Father
The most purely transcendent person of the godhead: invisible, unfathomable, without

beginning or end (1 Tim. 1:17). Wholly other from human experience, he suffers no human frailties: e.g.,
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he cannot be tempted (James 1:13), cannot die (1 Tim. 1:17), etc. And yet his nature is also as “Father,”
which binds his loving affections to his eternal Son (John 17:5).

God the Son
Jesus was not only a creature in body, but also very God, begotten eternally of the Father (John

1:1-18). One with the Father yet distinguishable from him: he is the Father’s Word, he is the Father’s
glory (Heb. 1:3), and his Spirit is God’s Spirit (Rom. 8:9-11). While being distinct from the Father and the
Spirit, the whole godhead is contained in Him (Col. 2:9).

Yet he is different from the Father. Whereas the Father cannot change, the Son took on flesh,
becoming fully human (John 1:14) and inhabited a particular time and place in his creation. Whereas the
Father is always strong, the Son suffered weakness (John 4:6). Whereas the Father cannot be tempted,
the Son was tempted in every way (Heb. 2:18). Whereas the Father knows all things, the Son
demonstrates limits to his own knowledge (Matt. 24:36 and Mark 5:30). Whereas the Father cannot die,
the Son tasted death, even death on a cross at Calvary. But then the Father raised him from the dead
and exalted him to the Father’s throne of rulership over the universe (Phil. 2:5-11).

God the Holy Spirit
There are times and scenes where the Holy Spirit is distinct from both the Father and the Son,

and functions as the bond between the two (Matt. 3:16-17, Heb. 9:14). The Holy Spirit is a distinct
person within the Trinity, exhibiting the qualities of personhood (e.g., he can be grieved, Eph. 4:30). In
this present age the Holy Spirit has been poured out into the world to mediate the presence of the
Father and the Son to His people, and to convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John
16:7-8).

The Scriptures
God is ineffable and his “paths are beyond tracing out” (Rom. 11:33). And yet God, according to

his self-giving nature, has chosen to reveal himself to his people (Amos 4:13). One of the central ways
God has chosen to reveal himself is through his Holy Scriptures (Psalm 19). God gave the scriptures for
his people to learn to obey him: although they leave some mysteries unexplained (Deut. 29:29), they are
sufficient for all questions of right living and right doctrine (2 Tim. 3:15-17). The scriptures contain
various kinds of writings, written by various fallible people at various times. And yet, by God’s
providence and divine inspiration these 66 books centre infallibly on one gospel message (Luke 24:25-
27), and they are reliable and rich down to the smallest detail (Matt. 5:18). They are the principal means
by which God sanctifies his people in the midst of a fallen world (John 17:17).

State and Fall of Humankind
“God made humankind upright, but humans have gone in search of many schemes” (Eccl. 7:29).

Adam and Eve were created good (Gen. 1:31), and fell through disobedience to God (Gen. 3). The
human race has since then been under the power of sin and of the wiles of the devil (1 John 5:19). Man
still shows the attributes of a beautiful creature (Psalm 8), but possesses no faculty that is not polluted
by sin (Romans 3:9-19). On his own, man is powerless and spiritually dead (Rom. 5:6; Eph. 2:1-2). Even
our apparently righteous acts are as filthy rags (Is. 64:6).

Salvation and Regeneration
God, of his own free will, chose to save a people for himself (Rom. 5:8). When Jesus Christ died

on the cross, his death paid the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world, “not counting people’s sins
against them” (2 Cor. 5:19). When Jesus Christ was raised from the dead on the 3rd day, his resurrection
accomplished our justification (Rom. 4:25) and created the reality in which believers’ spiritual selves and
then the whole cosmos are made new (regeneration) (2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 8:18-25). What has happened
inwardly in those whom God draws to call on His name through the proclaimed message of the gospel
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will be revealed outwardly when Christ returns (1 John 3:1-2).

The Church
As stated in the previous section, salvation is applied to a human soul when that soul calls on

Jesus’ name and receives what he accomplished for them on the cross (Rom. 10:9-10). So salvation
indeed requires no earthly mediator (apart from Christ) between a soul and God (1 Tim 2:5). However,
the identity of a new believer is not merely as an individual, but as part of a family, a body, a spiritual
temple (1 Peter 2:5; 1 Cor. 3:16; 1 Cor. 12-13). Each regenerate believer is by nature part of the church
universal, a spiritual reality that transcends time and place. Inasmuch as sanctification is part of
salvation, it can be said that there is no salvation apart from the church. Moreover, the witness of love
for one another within the church is one of the central factors in drawing outsiders to saving faith in
Christ (John 13:34-35; 17:20-23). It is an effective witness because it is a participation in the fellowship
that exists within the very godhead.

The Mission of the Church
The primary mission of the church is to glorify God the Father through Jesus Christ. Worship,

then, is central to the mission of the church (1 Peter 2:9).
Another thing that brings glory to God is for the world to experience God’s love and God’s care

through the service of the church. This kind of service should reflect and even exceed (!) the kind of
work that Jesus did during his earthly life (John 14:12). However, Christ’s service to those around him
happened within the context of his deliberate preaching and teaching (Mark 1:38), on his way toward
crucifixion. Christ’s tangible service to the world around him was not the centre of his mission, but was
rather a natural outworking of his preaching ministry and of his path toward Calvary. So should it be for
the church.

Evangelism
God uses means to draw people to himself, and to call people to repentance and faith in what

he did for them on the cross. Evangelism involves “sowing” the message about Christ, which is a long
preparatory work (John 4:35-38). It also involves “reaping,” which is an immediate call from one person
to another to repent and believe the good news (2 Cor. 5:20). While evangelism must depend on
effectual calling by God the Father and the convicting and regenerating activity of the Holy Spirit,
evangelism must be done with human urgency.

Last Things
Christ’s first and second advents are distinct but must be viewed as connected. His first coming

was to offer salvation and not to judge (John 3:17); he tarries because he wants more people to access
that salvation (2 Pet. 3:9); yet salvation will only be fully realized at his second coming (2 Cor. 5:7; Rom.
13:11); and his second coming will bring judgment on those who are unsaved, as a relief to those who
are saved (2 Thes. 1:4-10). When he comes he will raise the dead, both the just and the unjust. Salvation
will extend even to the bodies of believers, and judgment and eternal punishment will extend even to
the bodies of unbelievers (1 Cor. 15:35-58; Matt. 25:31-46; Acts 24:15; Rom. 8:23; Rev. 20:11-15). Until
then, the world will continue to get worse, and the eternal security of believers will be found in God’s
gift of perseverance, which is not an easy security (Matt. 24, especially v. 12). As things get worse, an
Antichrist will arise near the time of climax (2 Thes. 2:5-12). The spirits of those who die in the Lord
during this time will depart to be with their Lord (1 Thes. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:1-9). The spirits of those who die
under God’s wrath (John 3:36) will suffer in hell until they are resurrected and judged, after which they
will suffer even worse (Rev. 20:13). In all of these things, God will be glorified.

Baptist Beliefs
I cherish the Lordship of Jesus Christ in both the local and the universal church. People call me pastor
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and speak as if this is “my church” and that I am its head and its teacher. Jesus forbids this. (Matt. 23:8-
11)  He himself is to be the only true Master and Teacher of his church. The local church should listen to
me (and to its other leaders), but they should not put their ultimate trust in me (or in any other human
on earth). Rather, their trust for the care of the church should be in Christ. Whenever I diverge from
Christ’s leadership, I stand to be corrected by those who know Him.

I affirm the authority and sufficiency of the scriptures in the life of the church and of the believer, as the
means by which the Lord of the church instructs and comforts his body. The authority of the scriptures
excels far beyond the authority of any creed or office (see Matt. 15:3-9).

I affirm the priesthood of all believers. Neither age nor gender nor education nor status precludes any
believer from the duty of ministering before God on behalf of their brothers and sisters in Christ, as God
directs and calls them to do (Gal. 3:28; Rom. 15:14).

I affirm the potential of each human soul to engage directly with God, using no human mediator apart
from the man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5; Num. 16:22).

I affirm the need for regenerate church membership. Only those who have trusted Christ for their
salvation and are serving him as their Lord can be voting members of a church. Logically, that is the only
way that congregational church government can fit together with the headship of Christ over the
church.

I affirm the command that believers (and only believers) should be baptized both as a symbol of their
personal conversion and regeneration, and as a rite of passage into membership into the local and the
universal church (see Acts 10:47). I am willing to be lenient with those who claim that their infant
baptism is valid and who want church membership on that basis. However, I make certain that they
know I think they have a wrong understanding of the scriptures, while I accept them.

I affirm the doctrine of local church autonomy (self-rule), within the context of Christ’s active rule in the
church. While local churches do need to partner and depend on each other (see below), there is no case
in which an outside body (e.g., a denominational office, pastors of other churches, etc.) should claim any
right to decide things for a particular local church. (See 1 Cor. 5:4.)

I affirm the separation of church and state. While the church should sometimes share its wisdom about
righteousness and judgment with secular authorities, it should not do so in a way that implies that the
state must submit to church rule. This comes from an understanding of the church as separate from
society. See 1 Cor. 5:12.

Concerning inter-denominationalism, Jesus said, “everyone who does the will of my Father in
heaven is my brother and sister and mother” (Matt. 12:50). Thus it is important for my church to
demonstrate such fellowship to the world by partnering with churches of other denominations. The
catch is that those churches must not only call themselves Christians, but must demonstrate that they
are endeavouring to do the Father’s will on earth.

Relationship to Convention: Churches desperately need one another’s help (see Rom. 15:26-
27). My church can accomplish a lot more by partnering with other churches than it can by itself, both in
my immediate area and in the whole world. The Convention is not in essence a head office of people
bossing churches around. Rather, Convention is all of us, with the head office providing leadership and
resources while depending on our support.


